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RECKITT & COLMAN

FACTO RY continued

MOBENI
Brief

The brief was compiled after a period of
research by the client and a study tour of
sophisticated factories in the UK by the
architect. The client’s requirement was for a
completely seif-contained factory to
encompass delivery and storage of raw
materials through to manufacture, storage
and despatch.

The nature of the products dictated
extremely strenuous cleanliness and hygenic
requirements with strict internal
environmental control.

o Site

The factory is set in the middie of an industrial
complex of fairly low-grade warehouses and
factories. It was a departure for the client to
agree to allocate surrounding space for
landscaping and to budget for this. The main
entrance feature was placed on the axis of a
maijor access route through the complex and
this was enhanced by the judicious planting
of palm trees. The slope of the site enabled a
double-storey solution on one end of the
building without affecting the skyline of the
building.

o Design solution

The stringent flow pattern of manufacturing
and the nature of the equipment largely
dictated the overall form and volume of the
building.

The hygenic and environmental requirements
also led to the solution of a largely
windowless factory, with only areas where the
main workforce is situated having windows
overlooking the landscaped area. These
requirements aiso resulted in the use of a
post-tensioned floor slab to eliminate joints
and the use of Insulpan roofsheeting to
provide insulation and a smooth celling finish.
There are no internal ledges — 1o prevent
particle migration — and all finishes were
chosen for their durability and their ability to
maintain cleanliness.

The airconditioning was designed to exacting
standards to maintain low relative humidity.

Character

Simplicity was considered to be the criterion
in the treatment of the facade, which
resulted in the choice of pre-painted
aluminium sheeting and facebrick work. Of
the two strong colours used on the facade,
the blue reflects the company’s corporate
image while the orange is the Reckitt &
Colman Pharmaceutical house colour. The
treatment of the main entrance attempts to
introduce a human scale to the large mass of
the building.

e Conclusion

In these days of “packaged deals” and
engineer-controlied industrial projects, it was
a rare opportunity for the architects to be in
control of a sophisticated factory compilex. It
has been gratifying to have been informed
by the international client that the end result
is the most successful project that has been
produced for them worldwide.

Don Perks

FRANKLIN GARLAND GIBSON & ASSOCIATES
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1. New product development

2. Isolated product packaging

3. Isolated product and manufacture

4. Dispensary

5. Bulk powder sieving

6. Plant room

7. Equipment washing room

8. Plant rooms

9. Powder processing for tablets
10. Powder processing and blending
11. Granulation room — wet process
12. Liquids and creams — blending
13, General production room
14. Tablet compressing cubicles
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15. Powder feed bin area for tablet compressing
machines

16. Quarantine store

17. Tablet foiling area

18. Packing hall

19. Tablet foiling cubicles

20. Men’s change room and abilutions

21. Women’s change room and ablutions

22. Entrance hall

23. Visitors’ change rooms and ablutions

24, Quality assurance laboratory

25. Workshop

2¢6. Offices and training area

27. Stairs down to canteen and garden

28. Approved raw materials store

RANK XEROX HOUSE
DURBAN

The existing Dove’s funeral chapel at 137
Moore Road, Durban, was converted to
showrooms, and a new first floor slab,
freestanding over the old structure, provided
for new office accommodation and parking
A double volume light well under a vaulted
roof-light links showroom and offices. The
architects were also involved in almost all
aspects of design and furnishing.

LEGEND
1. Nave 15. Board room
2. Cry room 16. Ablutions
3. Office 17. Store

4. Meeting room 18. Warehouse

5. Demolished shed 19. Office

6. Demolished office  20. Despatch

7. Demolished shed 21. Staff parking

8. Demolished shed 22. Driveway

9. Demolished office  23. Visitors’ parking
10. Showroom 24. Open plan office

11. Reception 25. Light well
12 PABX 26. Offices
13. Printing 27. Machine hall
14, Store 28. Warehouse
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EXISTING GROUND FLOOR
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NEW GROUND FLOOR
NEW FIRST FLOOR

HOPE CLARK ASSOCIATES

16
18 19

20 23

22

27

24
28

26

137 MOORE ROAD, DURBAN
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SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
WESTVILLE

The building accommodates the Natal
headquarters of the SBDC as well as lettable
space for small business concerns. The simple
building form is articulated on each facade
in response to environmental conditions and
user-requirements, while the roof form derives
from various elements found on adjacent
domestic buildings.

This project was featured in NPIAJ 4 — 1985

McCARTHY CENTRE
NORTH RIDGE ROAD
DURBAN

The site has spectacular 360° views over
Durban and beyond. The building provides
undercover parking for tenants, a shop
fronting North Ridge Road, and four upper
floors of offices. Planning of the latter allows
for either open or cellular layouts. The
architects were also responsible for the
interior design of the two upper floors.

This project was featured in NPIAJ 4 — 1987
[ ]

BARCLAYS NATIONAL
BANK LTD: ALTERATIONS
AND ADDITIONS
DURBAN

-storey building in Russell

in 1930 as a factory. In
1960 the Bank acquired the property which
was then converted to a banking hall and

carpet tiles in the working areas.

NATAL BUILDING SOCIETY:
BRAND ROAD BRANCH
DURBAN

The brief required that the Branch building be
ofa with quality,

mai finishes, that it should
harmonise with its domestic context, and that
it should provide a pleasant environment for
staff and public. The ground floor consists of
entrance and main banking halls, and the
first it d offices.
The si r the interior
design of the latter.

HALLEN THERON & PARTNERS INC.

PATON TAYLOR ASSOCIATES INC.

PATON TAYLOR ASSOCIATES INC.

PATON TAYLOR ASSOCIATES INC.
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LEARNING RESOURCES
CENTRE: STMARY’S SCHOOL
KLOOF

The Centre is located centrally to the Senior
and Junior Schools at St Mary's Diocesan
School for Girls. The courtyard solution
resulted in an easy circulation flow, and the
creation of a series of new courtyards and

nevertheless harmonises with the older ones.

PLAN

TONGAAT SOUTH LIBRARY
WATSONIA, TONGAAT

The library is a popular focus of the

community and a visual landmark in this

densely populated suburb. Built on a steeply
Il

and windows.

TOWNSHIP MANAGER'S

OFFICE
VULINDLELA, ZULULAND

Project Architect: John Royal

FRANKLIN, GARLAND, GIBSON & PARTNERS

urces

UPPER PLOOR PLAN

MclLAGAN & CHRISTER

DIBB SKORDIS ASSOCIATES
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NATAL SHARKS BOARD
HEADQUARTERS
UMHLANGA ROCKS

The building has been developed in two
stages, the first being completed in 1973, and
comprising administrative offices, laboratory
and research facilities, staff quarters and
storage. Stage two was completed in 1986,
comprising a new entrance, administrative
wing, board room, auditorium and
amphitheatre. The extensions have been
designed to harmonise with the architectural
language of the existing buildings.

SITE PLAN

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

o NPIAJ 1-88

INTERARC ARCHITECTS

LEGEND

1 Reception and Board Room

2 New Auditorium

3 Open air display and dissection

4 New office wing

5 Existing offic

e wing

6 Wet laboratory

7 Display court and fig tree

8 Bulk store
9 Wet store
10 Staff quarte

11 Garages and workshops

IS

12 Main enfrance
13 Staff parking

14 Public parki
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN

VICTORIA STREET BUS

TERMINUS
DURBAN

The brief called for the reconstruction of an
existing bus facility. Apart from the basic
requirements of shelter and low
maintenance, the roof accommodates the
junctions with the existing curving freeway
flyovers, the irregular geometrical boundaries
of the site, and presents a visually interesting
sculptured profile from both above and
below.
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MATERNITY SECTION
NKANDLA HOSPITAL
NKANDLA, NATAL

Project Architect: John Royal
The maternity section is an independent

bu mi he
ac in post-natal,
observation, and bed delivery wards, nursery,
nity OPD, and theatre uilding
pts to reflect the sequ pattern of
edures, from mi ,ad on,

ng. delivery sC The | of
technology is aimed at being appropriate to
the rural community served.

PLAN
SOORTI SUNNI MOSQUE
RESTORATION
PIETERMARITZBURG

With the introduction of the concept of a Free
Trade Area in Central Pietermaritzburg, the
Islamic community took the opportunity of
restoring the Soorti Sunni Mosque in the heart
of a city block.

PLAN
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POST NATAL

NURSE

ISMAIL CASSIMJEE

DIBB, SKORDIS ASSOCIATES

DELIVERY 2

OBSERVATION

THEATRE

ELEVATION

SB S§ S

MARINE PARADE
HOLIDAY INN
DURBAN

The building is a skyscraper in the tradition of
a grand beachfront palace, architecturally
articulated in the classic theme of base, shaft
and top. The site configuration and brief
dictated a sea-facing wall of rooms to
capitalise on the view, but the building is
orientated to both the city and seq, the lift
lobby bridging between both vistas.

TYPICAL ROOM FLOOR PLAN

UPPER GROUND FLOOR

60 BOSHOFF STREET
SHOPPING DEVELOPMENT
PIETERMARITZBURG

This small shopping development was
prepared for a group of local businessmen
who requested a “traditional” building of
superior quality. The local contractors
responded well to the challenge of the
architectural detailing. The ridge sign

d with regulations, but was

ly app as an “architectural
feature”.

MEYER PIENAAR & PARTNERS INC.

SMALL, PETTIT & ROBSON
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HOUSE COLL
DURBAN

The existing house has been extended by a
two-storey addition on the southern side, to
provide extra accommodation, and to regain
wide views of the City and harbour previously
obscured by development on the adjacent
site. The position of the site required that it act
as a strong visual focus, and the facade
treatment afempts to create a grander and
mote formal language that relates to the
distant view as well as retaining a feeling of
scale and order at pedestrian level.

This project was featured in NPIAJ 3 — 1987

HOUSE DADA
WESTVILLE

Strong geometric forms and a formal axial
planning approach were used to organise
the severely sloping site, resulting in an order
in keeping with the owner’s formal lifestyle
and the Muslim philosophical search for unity.
The form is a white cube sculptured to suit the
site; garden walls and colonnades link the
site to the house, the white forms contrasting
sharply with the lush tropical foliage. The axial
quality of the planning is enhanced by the
positioning of the swimming pool, designed
to be an object in the landscape.

P D0 S

JOHNSON MURRAY ARCHITECTS

JOHNSON MURRAY ARCHITECTS

- e
FIRST FLOOR PLAN
g
BASEMENT PLAN
GROUND FLOOR PLAN @
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HOUSE CARTER
WESIVILLE

The organic form of the house is a direct
response to the natural growth forms
prevalent in Durban. The sweeping curves of
the roof provide shaded terraces to all the
main living areas. The house cascades gently
down the sloping site, resulting in a strong

rel to natural s and allowing
all relate to t ces, which
enjoy magnificent panoramic views.

MOUNTGREEN
UMDLOTI BEACH

The site is located on the northern side of the
Beach road, with a level area of 60 m before
the ground climbs at an angle of 370. Views
of the sea and coastline are sweeping and
magnificent. The prime design goal was to
achieve a built form that would sit
comfortably and elegantly on the hillside. A
two-storey low-rise is located on the flat strip
and a multi-storey development sweeps up
the hill in a series of floating, layered “trays”.
The liff core is located centrally, to feed each
floor with the shortest possible link.

JOHNSON MURRAY ARCHITECTS

PLAN

JOHNSON MURRAY ARCHITECTS

CROSS SECTION

PLAN LEVEL 4
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HOUSE & SURGERY
WESTVILLE

The site is very narrow and fronts on to a
freeway. The problem was to achieve privacy
and optimum orientation within a small
budget. The solution was to build up to the
side boundaries, creating internal courts for
light and ventilation.

Flexibility in planning was achieved by
constructing a column and beam grid roofed
with barrel vaults, Landscape consultant
Bruce Stead assisted with the garden design.

HOUSE VAN RAALTE
ZINKWAZ|

Project Architect: Colin Dibb

The existing farm house is situated on a
prominent hill overlooking the Zinkwazi river
with panoramic views. The house was re-
modelled to provide a more convenient
entrance, more spacious accommodation,
greater integration between house and
garden, and more efficient environmental
control by means of additional verandahs.

CHAKA TERRACES
CHAKA'S ROCK

This luxurious holiday development rises
dramatically above the shores of the Indian
Ocean, stepping up in terraces to maximise
views and sun. A walkway accommodates
the level changes between blocks. Units
consist of three-bedroom simplexes and four-
bedroom penthouses. Bronzed anodised
doors and windows below the tile awnings
minimise the corrosive effects of the sea air.

HARROGATE HALL
DURBAN

Project Architect: Bruce Stafford

The architectural concept is based on the
notion of using the double volume central
stair as the focus and circulation node,
surrounded by the three storey rectangular
accommodation structure. This focal area
was treated as an atrium with a glazed
rooflight, and the original staircase and
gallery was restored and modified.

This project was featured in NPIAJ 2 — 1985
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RIBA Council meeting attended by four South Africans

Four South Africans recently aftended an RIBA Council meeting in London at the
invitation of the President, Rod Hackney. Those who atfended were Revel Rox, Tom
Bedford, Glen Gallagher, and Errol Haarhoff, Professor Haarhoff, Head of the School of
Architecture, University of Natal, outlines below the purpose of the meeting. and some

of his observations:

The issue surrounding our invitation to
London was a motion before the
Council meeting, that RIBA should vote
a sum of £15 000 (about R55 000) to
assist the ANC in sefting up an
architectural training course in
Tanzaniaq, to be attended by self-exiled
black South Africans.
Essentially we were asked to offer
advice on this matter, in order to assist
the Council on their decision. Such
advice was also sought from the ANC,
the Anti-apartheid Movement (AAM),
and the UDF, who also sent delegates
to the meeting.
My contribution focused on the present
threat of an academic boycott, and in
relation fo this | suggested that RIBA
has not formulated any clear policy.
Such a lack of clear policy had on a
previous occasion led RIBA to approve
the de-recognition of our degree,
along with those of Wits and UCT. The
sole criterion they had used on this
occasion was that the three schools
had "not made sufficient progress in
the admission of non-white (sic)
students”. | pointed out fo the Council
that the admission of black students to
our school was no longer an issue at
the University of Natal, which under
very difficult circumstances operated
as a non-racial institution.
What was of more concern fo us, was
producing black graduates,
developing our course and curriculum
fo meet the challenges of a
developing society, and mounting
research and aid programmes in
development issues; and | made
specific reference to the Built
Environment Support Group and the
BN_ TAITernc:‘rive Housing Technology

nit,
These developments, | argued, were of
much greater significance fo us in
developing legitimacy within the
contfext of a developing society, than
the narrow criterion used in the de-
recognition decision. Moreover, |
argued, RIBA again was being asked
to make another decision conceming
architectural education, before it had
worked out an informed policy that
responded to the call for an academic
boycott.
| pointed out to the Council that the
University of Natal is a non-racial
organisation, rooted in the principle of
academic freedom, which has a
record of contributing fo the struggle
against apartheid and racial
discrimination. In formulating a policy
on the academic boycott issue, what
was important was to distinguish
between those organisations and

institutions that promoted apartheid,
and those who worked against it. To
apply any blanket boycott would have
the effect of pulling the rug out from
under the feet of those organisations
that opposed apartheid. A similar
position has been articulated about
the calls for a blanket cultural boycott,
following the now well publicised issue
of the Paul Simon recording,
Gracelands.

Whether or not RIBA decided to give
money fo the ANC was not a matter on
which we could comment, but what
was pointd out is that such money
could assist us in our goal: to ensure an
increasing number of black graduates
in architecture.

| am not able to share with you what
the other organisations invited to the
meeting said, but what | can report is
that the original proposal was
modified. It was agreed that the
decision over the allocation of the

£15 000 be deferred to give

Council members time to reconsider
the matter in the light of the
information they were given by the
invited guests, and that instead of a
one-time payment, the money be an
annual grant.

My impression gained at the meeting
is that there is now an opportunity

to inform RIBA Council members of a
progressive view of the academic
sifuation in South Africa.

There is a need to view the School

and the University in terms of its
contribution fowards opposing
apartheid, and in the process of
developing a policy, reconsider the
entire de-recognition issue. Such a
position, however, does not in my

view relieve us of the necessity

to see architectural education and the
University in terms of the vision of

a new South Africa. There is, of course,
a far more problematic issue yet

to be addressed: that of looking

at the professional practice of
architecture in the context of
changing realities.

We know the route some esteemed
professions have already taken, such
as the establishment of NAMDA by a
large part of the medical profession.

| do not pretend to have the answer
to this problem, but | do know it is @
debate the profession cannot avoid.
And this we can do not by pandering
to external bodies, but by simply
demanding that they look at our

track record and what we are

doing under very difficult
circumstances.

Ermol Haarhoff

E S

Corobrik Student Competition

The 1987 Natal regional winner of the
Corobrik Student Architects” Competition was
Cindy Walters Her entry, a building to house
an "Academy of Film Art and Technique”,
was designed for the Durban Centrum area.
The regional winners of this competition,
which is open fo all final year architectural
thesis students throughout the country, went
forward to the national competition which
took place in January 1988.

Istvan Gosztola of the University of Port
Elizabeth won the R12 000 Corobrik
Architectural Student of the Year Award,
Cindy Walters came second. Editor.

Seen at the Regional Award function are (left
to right): Professor E. Tollman, School of
Architecture, University of Natal; Cindy
Walters, winning student; Mr Ray Andrews,
Managing Director, Corobrik Natal, Professor
E. Haarhoff, Head of the School of
Architecture, University of Natal.
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Cindy Walters’ model of the "Academy of
Film Art and Technique”, proposed for the
Durban Centrum area

LETTER

Dear Sir

I have received the latest edition of the NPIA
Journal (Issue 4/87) and note your reference
to my change in practice. However | do wish
you had taken the trouble to spell my name
properly. | do trust that you will make the
proper correction.

Thank you,

J.B. Gravell

The Editor sympathises with our
correspondent. Comments such as the above
are often heard. Whereas every effort is made
to correct the known or obvious, the
information is supplied by the NPIA
Secretariat to whom this complaint has been
referred

Group Editors

NPIAJ 1-88
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