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® Changes in addresses
Coombes and Winter Partnership to
338 Windernere Road, Durban, 4001
Their box number remains
unchanged

Van Heerden Whitehead, Architects to
No. 1 Loudon House, 157 South Ridge
Road, Upper Glenwood, Durban, 4001

M J Schroeder to 41 Monmouth Road.
Overport, Durban, 4001

Alexander Y Millar to 410 Charter
House, Brand Road, Durban, 4001

Ronald Williams to 1 Mayfair Mews, 9
Heyfield Road, Kloof, 3610

Zietsman Neal, Architects to 5th Floor,
Unilever House, 2 Aliwal Street,
Durban, 4001

Mr N Hayes-Hill to P O Box 14,
Ladysmith

Mr Jaco Visser to 201 Victoria Embank-
ment, 101 Esplanade, Durban, 4001.

® Ch inm ip

MrJA rom at ¢/o 503
Charter House, Brand Road, Durban,
4001

Mr R C Clark from TPI to NPl at ¢/o
Charter House, Brand Road, Durban,
4001

@ Changes in practices

Neil Hayes-Hill Architect, of which Mr N
Hayes-Hill was the Director, has
ceased to exist, and he has joined up
with Richard Stanley Granville as a
Partner They are practising as
Granville, Hayes-Hill & Associates

® Reinstated members

Miss J Smith Department of Works,
Private Bag X584, Eshowe, 3815

e C si ss

MrR le nary to Retired)
® Res members

MrDJ m

® Deceased members

Mr D C Smith
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CONSERVATION THINKING

We may live without her, and worship without her, but we cannot remember
without her.

What John Ruskin said about old buildings a century ago is well worth
repeating. Old buildings are the most direct and immediate contacts we
have with history. They provide anchors for our collective memory, are
ireplaceable and should certainly not be demolished until the merits of
each particular case have been fully considered.

As the Chairman of the Heritage Committee tells us, Durban has twice
selectively surveyed its old building stock — the second realised with public
funds — and still there is no protective legislation for the buildings so listed.
This is not that surprising, for only when the magnitude of the problem is
understood, can protective measures be proposed. And it would seem
equitable that these investigations too should be financed from the public
purse.

There are two possible approaches to the preservation of old buildings: 1) By
passing legislation to prevent their destruction ie. by restricting the freedom of
theirowners or, 2) By providing incentives so that development may be carried
out in a sympathetic way. The differences in approach characterise the
attitudes to conservation between the United Kingdom and the United States
of America.

In the United Kingdom, listing does not secure a building’s preservation; it
does however mean that notice must be given and that amenity societies
and others may comment before demolition is consented to. This does not
apply only to the question of demolition but to any proposed alterations to a
listed building. What has to be borne in mind, is that a bad alteration can

be as destructive of historical character as demolition. This is not a matter of
“elevation control”, but one of ensuring that the building’s historic integrity is
maintained.

In the United States of America, on the other hand, larger cities have
“"Landmark Commissions” which encourage owners to have their buildings
listed because of the real benefits this brings.

The underlying practical argument for conservation is the fact that in most
cases the structure of the building outlives its function. Hence many
buildings can be re-used and adapted with relative ease. Durban is a prime
witness 1o this lesson. One need merely think of the historic core of the city
where the Playhouse, the Exhibition Centre and the Workshop, to name a
few projects, have been successfully recycled. Active conservation implies
this kind of promotion, and not merely a list of buildings in a book on a

library shelf. And, as has been recently demonstrated, the ability and
ingenuity of contemporary architects to work in this area is very high. Of the
1984/85 ISAA Natal Awards of Merit, two awards went to recycled projects:
Salisbury Arcade and Musgrave Medical Centre.

The Heritage Committee must certainly take a lof of credit for the public
consciousness towards conservation in Durban. Exhibitions such as the 1975
“Conservation of Buildings” exhibition were not in vain. The message has
spread and what is more, public pressure is gaining in strength. The case of a
proposed “monster” Caister development resulted in such antagonism that
the owners have had fo re-think their development plans.

Press coverage on important individual historic buildings and the successful
conservation of others during the declared Heritage Year of 1986 are adding
to the already established new cultural awareness. One can only wish the
Heritage Committee well in its objectives.

Walter Peters, Editor
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The Heritage Committe was established
in 1972 out of @ common concern by
Institute members and the Durban City
Council for the future of our heritage
under threat from current development
activity. Foremost in this call for action
was the President of the Natal
Provincial Institute of Architects, Mr Hans
Hallen.

Fourteen years down the track the
question must be asked — how
effective has the Heritage Committee
been in carrying out its mandate? This
issue of the Journal may help to answer
that guestion, but it also raises other
questions which are concerns of the
Committee at present. In general terms
it will be perceived that much
worthwhile work has taken place,
limited only by the fime available to
the enthusiastic but small group of
concerned people involved in the
Committee.

e I[nception of the Heritage
Committee

The Committee was first conceived of
as a liaison body to coordinate the
conservation efforts of the Durban City
Council and the Institute of Architects.
It was realised that a considerable

effort would be required to translate the

concerns of the community info action.
At the outset the problems which now
confront conservation in South Africa
reared their heads and undercut the
action of the licison body.

The Committee consisted of city
councillors, representatives of
municipal departments, members of
the Institute of Architects and other
interested persons. Never lacking in
enthusiasm, its origins were rooted in
reaction.

o The Victoria Embankment

The Committee’s formation was
sparked by a series of local dramas
involving major conservation issues in
Durban. The historic quality of the
Victoria Embankment (Fig. 1) was
under threat of extinction due to the
imminent fruition of long term plans by
both the government department of
Railways and Harbours and the Durban
City Council. The roadway was to be
widened and formed into a ring-road
to serve both central and through
traffic. The railway lines were o be
trebled and a commuter station built
opposite the Durban Club. The Institute
Committee on Planning, students of the
School of Architecture and the press
mounted a campaign to save the
Victoria Embankment (Fig 2). Public
reaction put a temporary stop to the
desecration.

Today the Victoria Embankment is still
threatened and will remain so until an
inner ring road is developed to the
north of the city and the SATS plan for
the Embankment railway has been
finalised.

Plans such as these for the wanton des-
truction of the city’s heritage were the
origin of the first Herifage Committee.

LARC I CT L

o The first listing

The Committee embarked on its first
pro-active effort, the First Listing of
Important Places and Buildings in
Durban. It was wamed that proposals
for the preservation of certain sensitive
buildings owned by the City Council
would be viewed with disfavour. The first
listing included amongst its 135
buildings a few which would embarrass
the Council if their refention was
sought. Foremost amongst these was
the Durban Railway Station (Fig 3). The
first listing, largely the work of Brian
Kearney, was printed by the City
Engineer's Department, accepted by
the Council's Management
Committee, released to the press and
then frozen by the Durban City Council.

Th g o save m gs
in o) a was af of
complicated negotiations between the

d

the settlement was the vifal railway
commuter link into the heart of the city.
Saved are some ten major buildings
which now form, perhaps, the most re-
markable conservation project in the
southern hemisphere and currently the
largest in the world.

® Second listing
Affer the freezing of the first listing the
Committee disbanded. The lessons had
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been leamnt and the Committee was
reconstituted as a sub-Committee of
the ISAA National Board, along with
similar committees representing the
other provinces. There were many new
issues to be tackled, as architectural
conservation had become an election
issue within the Durban Council. Liaison
with the City Council continued in the
form of nominated councillors fo stand
on the Heritage Committee. In this role,
the late Councillor Don Smith made

utions

in the h valuable
work was carried out during this period
culminating in the motivation to, and
acceptance by, the City Council of a
Revised Listing of the Important Places
and Buildings in Durban to be carried
out by Professor Kearney. The
motivafion was prepared by the
Committee in conjunction with the City
Engineer and its acceptance marked a
milestone in South African conservation
history as it was the first major study to
be fully financed by a local City
Council. The first listing had failed by
not incorporating supportive legislation.
This became a central issue in the
preparation of the Revised Listing and
remains so to this day. The introduction
of conservation legislation into a legal
structure which does not provide for
compensation and betterment is a
complex problem which threatens the
successful implementation of the listing.
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® Failure and success
Whilst an enormous amount has been
achieved it is the failures which capture
public attention. The demolition of the
e Street/
| nter-
section (Fig. 4) was a tragic failure.
Despite negotiations on site between
the Prime Minister and the Mayor of
Durban (then Council Representative
on the Heritage Committee) the
building was sacrificed to
technological progress and replaced
with a nonentity.
With the increase of public awareness
and participation, conservation issues
became inflamed and polarised. Some
buildings were demolished due to lack
of support, typical amongst these
being Marilling Mansions, a three-storey
commercial and residential building in
West Street (Fig 5). The building was lost
due to poor liaison between the bodies
involved, lack of negotiation skills and
channels, and impotent legislation.
295 Horida Road (Fig 6) was saved
almost in spite of the heritage
movement. Conservation of this
remarkable Edwardian Villa teetered
on the brink for the same reasons. That
it has been saved is a celebration for
conservation as it is one of three
buildings which are, perhaps, the best
Edwardian group in the country, but
the process has left a sour taste in the
mouths of oo many people.

e|ndependent body

There are two major issues facing archi-
tectural conservation in South Africa
today. The first is the need for the pro-
mulgation of comprehensive legislation
which will support the growing move-
ment of architectural conservation in
South Africa and provide incentives,
benefits and protection to the public.
Secondly, self-interest, be it political or
financial, often clouds clear-out action
on conservation issues. s it the function
of the Institute of Architects 1o resolve
these issues? Yes, but not in full. There is
need for a strong independent body
free of the political influences and
financial self interest often seen in the
action of political and business
organisations. The Institute needs to be
able fo retreat from these issues which
may on occasion not represent the
interests of its members. What is
required is a publicly funded
independent body, strongly supported
by the Institute and all other bodies
involved in conservation, with the
necessary teeth 1o the
Such bodlies are al ten n
the United States and Canada and
their constitutions can be suited to
South African conditions.

As with so much else in our beautiful
country we must adapt or die.

John Frost, Chairman

MARILLING MANSIONS
R1P
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Victoria Embankment, ¢
1905,

Cover of NPIA Newsletter
3:1976

Photo montage by John
Frost.

Old Durban Railway Station.
Entrance detail by Duncan
Ross-Watt.

Durban Telephone
Exchange, now demolished.
Marilling Mansions “death
notice”.

295 Florida Road refurbished.
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The objective of making conservation
a rage the

c turally and/or
architecturally significant artifacts of
the City's heritage. First motivated by
Councillor Mansfield in 1984, an Awards
sub-Committee of the City Council has
met since June 1985. The Committee
consists of two City Councillors
(Chairperson Mrs Hart), Professor Brian
Kearney and representatives from the
National Monuments Council, the
Natal Heritage Committee, Natal Pro-
vincial Institute of Architects, South
African Property Owners’ Association,
City Engineers’ Department and the
Museum of History and Technology.
The criteria used for adjudication were
as follows:

a) The building or element d be
of a civic nature and be ily
accessible or visible to the general
public.

b) Thereshouldbe astro nship
ofthe elementiothe rban.

Many buildings were submitted for con-

sideration, forty-three were visited by

the Committee and twenty-three short-

listed for voting. The criteria used in

selecting the most elegible buildings

were as follows:

e [ntactness of detail

e Authenticity

e Change of materials — this applied
particularly to roofing

® §i ge — this ied fo many
b ngs in the

e Awnings — inappropriate use of
aluminium awnings

e Surroundings — how the building
linked with additions; vegetation:
some domestic buildings could not
be seen from the road due to
overgrown tropical vegetation, and
hence could not comply with the
criterion of being visible to the public.

Fiffeen awards are being made for

1986 Heritage Year. It is anficipated

that a ximately f

made ually. The s for 1986

cover a wide spectrum and

acknowledge both the buildings which

have been skilfully restored and the

buildings which have been lovingly

maintained by their owners over the

years.

Patricia Emmett.

1 House Mrs L C Diaz.

2 Natal Teachers Society Building
3. Recycled professional offices of

Drennan, Maud and Partners.
4, Natal Chamber of Industries
Building.

5. Shii Gengaiammen.

6 Administrative Section, Lion
Match Factory.

1

ards will be 4

DS, 1986

In recognition of the contribution fowards the
conservation and enhancement of the City’s
architectural and historical heritage, the City
Council conferred on

Southern Life Association Limited:

A conservation award for the restoration and
refurbishment of Salisbury House and Arcade,
an historic City centre landmark of the early
20th Century.

South African Transport Services:

A conservation award for the restoration of
Bellair Raitway Station — an historic mainline
suburban building of the late Victorian period.
Natal Provincial Administration:

A conservation award for the restoration of the
facades of the former Playhouse and Princes
Theatre and their integration into the Natal
Playhouse, thus retaining one of Durban’s best
known landmarks.

Mrs L.C. Diaz:

A conservation award for the confinued care
and maintenance of 37 Clyde Road, Redhill;
an important example of an early Durban
wood-and-iron house with a notable front
veranda.

Natal Teachers' Society:

A conservation award for the restoration, main-
tenance and preservation of the original
relationship to the streetscape of 178 Florida
Road: an important Edwardian villa with sign-
ificant verandas and details.

Drennan, Maud and Partners:

A conservation award for the restoration and
recycling of 68 Ridge Road: a significant
example of a colonial homestead in a garden
setting.

Natal Chamber of Industries:

A conservation award for the restoration and
recycling of Industries House, an eatrly harbour
building with a unique urban setting
Archdiocese of Durban:

A conservation award for the restoration of
Emmanuel Cathedral and Presbytery; a
significant South African example of the late
Gothic revival style in a dynamic city context.
Mr M G Dibb:

A conservation award for the restoration and
recycling of 90-92 Davenport Road; a
significant pair of semi-detached houses of the
late Victorian period in a suburban avenue.
Horne, Glasson & Partners:

A conservation award for the restoration and
recycling of the original house at 542 Ridge
Road and its sympathetic incorporation into a
major development.

Mr A J Hamilton:

A conservation award for the restoration and
recycling f 1 Hampden Road:; a delightful
exampile of an early wood-and-iron cottage
The Tempi2 Trustees:

A consenation award for the continued main-
tenance of Shri Gengaiammen Temple, a
wayside shring, with an historic “Shiva” anthill,
which has survived the pressures of city
development and natural disasters.

The Lion Maich Company Limited:

A conservation award for the continued main-
tenance of the Lion Match factory, a local
industrial building of the early 20th Century in a
garden setting.

Depariment of Agriculture and Water Supply
Republic of South Africa:

A conservation award for the continued main-
tenance of the Herbarium in the Botanic
Gardens, a late Victorian building in redbrick
with verandas and fine detailing, in a sub-
tropical setting.

Tradegro Limited:

A conservation award for the refurbishment of
the Queen’s Tavemn; an historic and prominent
landmark of the “last outpost.”
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ST. SAVIOUR’S CHURCH

On Ascension Day, 16th May 1985, St.
Saviour's Church, Randjesfontein was
dedicated for Christian worship. This
little church epitomises a very rich
spiritual and historic tradition. Despite
its recent completion, its origins can be
fraced back in the history of Christian
activity both here and elsewhere:
Material salvaged from a former
cathedral has been used in its
construction and on the site there are
the graves of the pioneer Erasmus
family. Its function as a place of
Christian worship thus perpetuates a
much older tradition.

St. Saviour's Cathedral, Pietermaritzburg
was founded in 1868, at the instigation
of James Green, Dean of the local
Anglican Community. The first part of
the building consisted of a simple nave
with side aisles. It had a Brosely tile roof,
brick walls and a timber floor, with
simple windows in the aisles and in
clerestory dormers. The building relied
upon its ‘Gothic’ timber roof structure 1o
create its ecclesiastical feeling. It was
remarkable for the simplicity of its
construction and the speed with which
it was erected. Access was through a
yellow-wood Lych Gate.

In 1876 the cathedral was extended. A
new entrance and two transepts were
built on the Commerical Road end of
the building. Five years later a Chapter
Room and Library were added along
the North-west side. This necessitated
the removal of several windows from
the aisles, which were re-used in the
new rooms. In 1898 a new Sanctuary,
two more transepts and St. Michael’s
Chapel were added to complete the
cathedral’s cruciform shape. Many
memorials were added in due course,
and certain structural alterations were
also carried out,

A few years ago, it was decided to
build a new cathedral for Natal's
Anglican Community. St. Saviour's
Cathedral was therefore
deconsecrated in 1976 and the
building fabric became available for
suitable re-use elsewhere.

The developers of Randjesforitein,
Chairles Lloys Ellis and Keith Parker, were
to receive the former Sanctuary,
Transepts, Nave, Chapter Room and
Library, which were to be used for St.
Saviour's Church at Randjesfontein.
The Natal Parks Board were to receive
the Commercial Road Transepts and
the main entrance for reconstruction at
the Historic Midmar Viliage.

All commemorative plagues, windows
and furnishings were to be rehoused in
St. Peter's muniments room near the
new Cathedral of the Holy Nativity.

In 1981 the demolition of the old
Cathedral began. Charles Lloys Ellis
supervised the start of this work and
commissioned Robert Brusse to prepare
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plans for the new church. The plan of
the new building was based on the
sanctuary and transepts of the old
cathedral. One bay of the original
fransept was relocated at the end of
the other transept. To create a new
nave and sanctuary, two smaller
tfransepts were created by taking one
bay away from the original sanctuary
and relocating it across the crossing.
St. Michael's Chapel became the new
baptistry and the Lych Gate was re-
used as the main entrance, just as it
had been originally. This plan provided
for a church to be built which could
accommodate a congregation of 200.
In September 1981, shortly after the
plans were approved, work started on
the renovation of the salvaged building
material; a process that was to take
eighteen months. In August 1983
building work started in earnest. The first
stage was completed some thirteen
months later.

St. Saviour's Church is sited among
several old conifers, adjacent to the
Erasmus family cemetery. Here lie the
remains of the pioneers of
Randjesfontein who seftled in this area
in the 1830’s. Two monumental fombs
and several smaller graves record the
passing of the patriarch and his
children, several having died in this
rural area at a very tender age. The
present development of Ranjesfontein
is infended to ensure that this rural
character is maintained for generations
to come, so that its future residents will
still be able to come to church on
horseback.

To the south of the church a cloistered
garden has been built which will link it
to a future church hall and créche. This
building will be constructed of material
salvaged from the original nave. When
it is reconstructed, the hail will be
similar to the church Dean Green built
in 1868.

To the north of this site, the old home-
stead and farm buildings will be con-
verted to form the commercial and
recreational nucleus of the future
community.

At an early stage in the planning of St.
Saviour's Church, it was decided to
make it available for Christian worship.
It has become possible to
accommodate the liturgical needs of
the various denominations which
subscribe to the Apostle’s Creed. With
folerance and goodwill, a multi-
denominational Christian Community is
being fostered within a suitably
dignified environment.

Robert JW Brusse

Fig. 1 Dismantling of St. Saviour’s, August 1983.
fig. 2 The recess in the nave during renovation.
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SHRI EMPERUMAL
TEMPLE

Occasionally a building which is rich in
memories can no longer resist the
forces of commercial expansion. An
alternative to destruction is to move the
structure in some way. A notable
example has taken place in Natal.

The Tongaat Group needed the level
site of the Shri Emperumal Temple in
Canelands for an industrial
development. The ‘sikhara’ of the
temple was sculpted by the famous
temple builder Kistappa Reddy. The
whole upper brick structure was hoisted
and moved under the supervision of
Paul Mikula.

Rodney Harber

SHRI EMPERUMAL TEMPLE ~ SECTION
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At the Annual General Meeting of the Natal
Provincial Institute of Architects, attended by
approximately 20 members and held on 23
October, 1986, a preamble to the
constitution proposed by a special Sub-
Committee of National Board convened by
the President-in-Chief, was debated and
accepted in principle.

It was hoped that as the constitution was at
present being revised, cognizance could be
taken of the profession’s contributions in
South Africa by recording the historical facts
and by making a statement of its hopes and
beliefs.

Four key clauses of the Warsaw Declaration
were included in the preamble and are
those which appear 1o be the closest to
crystalising such a statement

The meeting also considered two resotutions
put by a member calling for positive steps to
be taken to encourage and assist aspirant
black students to become architects and
secondly to request that the Institute investi-
gates ways of tfranslating into action its
opposition to the policy of “apartheid”.

The debate which followed was of a high
standard, in keeping with the status of the
profession, and resulted in both motions
being adopted by an overwhelming
majority.

The recommendations of the Annual
General Meeting, fogether with members’
comments were debated at the subsequent
Committee meeting of the Natal Provincial
Institute and the representatives on National
Board were asked to express these views at
the meeting held in Johannesburg on 4
November, 1986.

National Board resolved to implement steps
to include the preamble, with minor modifi-
cations, in the re-draft Constitution of the
Institute of South African Architects.

Maurice Dibb, President

® 1987 Corobrik sponsored Architectural
Students Congress

The 1987 Congress of Architectural Students
will be held in Durban 13-17 April.

Institute members will be most welcome to
attend. The theme is “symbiosis”.
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Some thoughts on the ISAA Mid-Career
Design Seminar held in East London 29-34
August, 1986.

Architects are ultimately distinguished from
other professionals and business people by
their understanding of design. Hence, in
addition to the already established mid-
career courses in professional matters and
job management, it is welcoming to note
that design seminars are becoming
increasingly popular and supported.

Most architects subscribe to one or more
journails and many would argue that all the
knowledge they need to improve or “polish”
their skills is available to them in that form.
However, do they actually read their journals
and if so, can these really replace the
immediacy of personal experience in a
concentrated, disturbance-free
environment? The fact is that architects
need to talk to other architects and to
exchange and discuss experiences. Perhaps
this fact also explains the large proportion
at the East London Design Seminar by
members of single principal and small
practices who would feel the natural need
to talk to others. As is known, certain large
practices organise in-house seminars with
subject matter directed specifically to their
own needs.

A few factors from the East London Seminar
may be worth highlighting: - of the three
days allocated, only one day needed to be
spent out of the office. The subject for study
was an urban design problem, it could be
tackled responsively. As a further result, the
work could be tackled in groups and dis-
cussions thus promoted. As a sign of pro-
vidence, the weather was rainy and cold
which encouraged indoor concentration
where otherwise people could have been
distracted into doing other things. At the
termination of various interim crits, lectures
served to relax and yet stimulate design.
There is however, no substitute for the lively
mind of the director, someone who can
formulate problems, discuss them and
arrange and re-arrange the ideas emerging.
Hans Hallen did just that, And, if the aim of
the seminar was to stimulate and refresh the
practising architect, it did.

Wailter Peters

The [nstitute of South African Architects held
its third Design Seminar in East London from
29-31 August 1986. There were twenty
participants, drawn from as far afield as
Pretoria, Kimberley, Maseru, Natal and the
Border/Eastern Province areas.

® Project Outline:

The project area considered was the Market
Square at the southern end of Oxford Street,
the main shopping street of the CBD. (Fig. 1)
It has been identified for some time as an
area in need of upgrading. Design
considerations such as the access for buses,
pedestrians, mini-buses and trading, and
provision for market stalls, vendors, small
trading outlets, were part of the brief that
developed on the first day. A major issue
was the decision to partly close Oxford Street
to traffic and fo use it for pedestrians and for
parking displaced from Market Square.

® Procedure:

On the first day, the City Architect, City
Planner, and the City Engineer intfroduced
the issues. Following this, and after a walk
around the areq, three working teams were
set up and these groups separated to work
on initial proposals in preparation for a late
afternoon discussion. Throughout the
seminar lectures were given by Professor
Danie Theron, Dr Wally Peters and Mr Hans
Hallen on various matters related to urban
design, urban planning, the special qualities
of the Border area and its architectural
history and examples drawn worldwide of
precedent in the design of public spaces
and city squares.

On the second and third day the groups
prepared and presented proposals for a
general critique at which the City Engineer
and City Architect were present. Various
proposals were considered, eg. whether
Fleet Street could be diverted and the whole
area turned info a very large market square;
whether there was a sound economic basis
for parking under the Market Square; and
how any diversion of traffic could take
place; and what criteria should be
established for access and movement

Fig. 1 Transformation of the Market
Square into a colonnaded
piazza.

Fig. 2 Market Square proposals
including a colonnade fo unify
the setting, car parking and
loading areas and, on the axis of
Oxford Street, a large external
focus in the form of a pineapple.
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systems in and through the CBD. There was a
consensus that Oxford Street should be
closed; that vehicular traffic could at
intervals cross Oxford Street in an east-west
direction but that for at least four or five
blocks up from Market Square, Oxford Street
could become a pedéstrian precinct.

Four or five buildings in the square wananted
conservation, but for the remainder there
was either vacant land or buildings of lesser
potential; and various schemes for building
up the perimeter were considered. It also
seemed reasonable that increasing demand
for economic housing near the city centre
and to the south of Market Square could be
met in the area which overlooks the harbour
and the Square. All agreed on the need to
invest Market Square with a symbolic
importance and a pleasing environment,
with an increase in the amount of planting
and paved areas.

® Proposals:

The PA team (Pining for the Apple) proposed
a colonnade around the Square which
would enable sheltered movement around
the Square, shopping kiosks, and access to
the buildings on the perimeter (Fig. 1) Tree
planfing and paving and water features
enlivened the Square which in turn was
linked northwards to Oxford Street and 1o the
south by means of a controlled traffic
crossing to a bold staircase down to the
proposed residential areas below. (Fig. 2)
The general location plan (Fig. 3) for the
area indicates the division of fraffic away
fromn Oxford Street and onto parallel roads,
the development of the bus station, and an
access link down across the Nahoon Valley
fo Signal Hill, which would improve access to
this areq. A particularly evocative cross-
section (Fig. 4) indicates the structure and
shape of the colonnade; the various
shopping potentials; the opening up from
small shops and kiosks onto the colonnade
and into the Square. The scheme results in a
very friendly and humane environment.

® [SAA Design Seminar Experience:

The first design seminar which was held in

Fig. 3 The master plan showing the
Market Square at the junction of
Oxford and Fleet Streets and the
proposed pedestrianisation of
Oxford Street.

Fig. 4 Details of the enclosing
colonnade, standing clear of the
existing buildings, wide enough
to serve as an arcade with
vending stalls integrated in the design.

Group Edllors

Johannesburg a year ago was reported in
detail to the City Council’s Section 59
Commiftee and stimulated the Council o
embark on a reconsideration of the Newton
Project Area and the generation of a design
competition sponsored by the City. It is this
interaction between the Institute’s members
waorking on these kind of courses and local
authorities working with them that is very
beneficial. It is clear that the East London
exercise has also stimulated the city officials,
and that the local architects, the Institute
and the City have all benefited from this
exercise.

A series of planned design seminars of this
nature could become a regular feature of
the Institute’s educational programme.
These courses could lead to the same results
as those reached by the American Institute
of Architects R/UDAT (Regional/Urban
Design Assistance Teams) programme
which has now been in existence for 10
years and which has affected the down-
town redevelopment and enhancement of
60-70 American cities. Here, architects
participated on an increasing scale of
involvement for the benefit of their
communities and in the process developed
their skills.

® Acknowledgements:

The preparatory material was obtained from
the City Officials, with the help of Roy Bridge.
The offices of ZAl were made available for
the use of the teams and this proved fo be
of great assistance in enabling them to work
under comfortable and creative conditions.

Hans Hallen

® Editor’s note:
For reasons of space the proposals of only
one team could be included.
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