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JOHN BEWS AND MABEL PALMER
residences and Scully Hall, University
of KwaZulu-Natal, Howard College
campus. This group of student

accommodation is considered among
the best Brutalist architecture in

South Africa. Both residences are characterised

by geometric plans and sections, axial or

diagonal entrances, and perimeter student cells
accessed from dramatic internal spaces by way
of suspended walkways and staircases in the
clerestory-lit spaces. Scully dining hall, also
with internal double volume, is accessed from
the residences or across the roof of the kitchen,
marked by expressive forms for the intake of
daylight or the exhaust of air.
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In the 1950s, Durban embraced the new Brazilian flamboyance with Izzy
Benjamin as its champion. Thereafter, the mantle was taken over by Hans
Hallen, one of the first graduates in Architecture of the then University of
Natal, who began his career with apartment developments.

In Hallen’s early buildings, brick and concrete surfaces were usually
white-washed or textured, but gradually these materials were exposed,
and concrete was left with the imprint of the wooden formwork. Le
Corbusier called this "beton brut", and supplied the derivation for the term
Brutalism, characteristic of the architecture of the period.
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found no easy entry in the
conservatism of Durban until
after the Second World War
when industrial manufacturing
experienced new growth and
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